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There is a Proverbe, and prayer withall,

That we may not to three strange places fall,

From Hull, from Halifax, from Hell, ‘tis thus,

From all these three, Good Lord, deliver us.

This praying proverbe’s meaning to set down,

Men doe not wish deliverance from this Towne,

The Towne’s named Kingston, Hull’s the famous river,

And from Hull’s dangers I say, Lord deliver.

At Halifax the Law so sharpe doth deale,

That whoso more than thirteen pence doth steale,

They have a Tyn that wonderous, quick and well

Send thieves all headless into Heav’n or Hell.

From Hell each man says Lord deliver me,

Because from Hell can no redemption be.

Men may escape from Hull and Halifax,

But sure in Hell there is a heavier Taxe,

Let each one for themselves, in this agree,

And pray, from Hell, good Lord, deliver me.” 
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